
Diary Dates at a glance 

 17th December - Father 

Christmas comes to St Mary 

in the Marsh 

 

 17th December - Christmas 

Grand Prize Draw 

 

 18th December - Carol 

Service at St Mary’s 

 

 21st January 2012 - Burns’ 

Night Supper  

 

 18th February - Pancake 

Breakfast  

S t  Mar y  in  the  Marsh  

Pro jec t  Fund  

December 

2011 

Inside this issue: 

Around the Parish Page 

2 

Christmas Refuse 

Collection Dates 

Page 

2 

Organ Appeal Page 

3 

Buy a Brick Page 

4 

General Round-up Page 

5 

2012 Events Page 

5 

Diamond Jubilee Page 

6 

Murphy’s Law Page 

6 

NEWSLETTER 

Raising  Funds  for  a  Community  hall  in  the  village  of  St Mary in the Marsh 

Grand Christmas Draw and Party 

Father Christmas’s annual visit 

to St Mary in the Marsh will be 

on Saturday, 17th December.  

According to tradition (and 

weather permitting), he will 

arrive on (or in) a mystery form of 

transport and proceed to St 

Mary’s church where he will 

distribute Christmas presents to 

children of all ages.   
 

If you would like your friends and 

loved ones (of any age) to receive 

a present from Santa, please take 

the presents, ready–wrapped and 

clearly labelled to Chris Carr at 6 

Rectory Road by lunchtime on 

Saturday 17th December along 

with an administrative fee of £1 

per gift subject to a maximum of 

£5 for five or more gifts. 
 

The evening begins at 6.30pm.  

As well Father Christmas’s visit, 

there will be refreshments, 

including mulled wine, a 

Christmas party sing-along and 

maybe some Christmas games.  

To round off the evening the 

Grand Christmas Prize Draw will 

take place.  Tickets for the Grand 

Prize Draw are currently on sale 

at £1 a ticket or £5 a book.  You 

have the chance to win some 

fabulous prizes including a 1st 

prize of £200 cash; 2nd prize is 

an original watercolour 

painting of St Mary’s by local 

artist, Christine Keeling; 3rd 

prize is a magnum of Harrod’s 

premier cru champagne; 4th 

prize is a meal for two at any 

Harvester restaurant plus 

many more smaller prizes.  All 

proceeds from the Grand Prize 

Draw go to the Project Fund. 

Sorry, licensing laws prohibit the 

sale of Grand Prize Draw tickets  

to persons under 16 years of age. 
 

It’s not too late to buy tickets for 

the Grand Prize Draw. Please 

contact any trustee (see back 

page for details) or the secretary 

and we will be happy to sell you 

your Grand Prize Draw tickets. 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year to you all! 

Father Christmas arrives in the snow in 2010 

Father Christmas gives out the presents 
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Around the Parish 

Birthdays 
 

Oliver Law - 25th December 

Brian Penny - 2nd  January 

Andrew Sinden - 5th January 

Timothy Cole - 7th January 

Carol Simpson - 7th January  

Margaret Smith - 7th January     

Jeremy Cole - 8th January 

Joyce Lloyd - 12th January 

Fiona Gabriel - 14th January 

Maureen Harris - 15th January  

Penny Lowe - 16th January 

Hayden Baker - 18th January 

Carrol Lancaster - 18th January   

Lyn Train - 18th January 

Paula Sinden - 25th January 

Lloyd Carr - 25th January 

Stephen Furnival - 25th January 

Emma Rogers - 26th January 

Gill Collard - 27th January 
 

Anniversaries 
 

Susan & David Russell - 12th December  
 

Congratulations 
 

Congratulations to Carla and Richard Baker on 
the arrival of their baby girl, Freya Elizabeth 
Jean, on 10th November.  

 

Poppy Appeal 
 

Thank you from Chris Carr for all the donations to 
the Poppy Appeal. This year’s figure has not yet  
been confirmed by the Royal British legion, New 
Romney branch.   

 

Wade Close 
 

Residents will be pleased to learn that the clerk to 

the parish council has confirmed with Shepway 

Council and Kent County Council that Wade Close is 

an adopted highway and should be included in all 

services. 
 

Residents are reminded their next waste water 

payment is due on 1st December. 
 

Rectory Road 

 

The street light at the end of Rectory Road, which 

has been out since early Spring, is on the shortlist 

for replacement/repair and work to restore the 

light should be carried out very soon. 

 

 

Christmas/New Year 

Refuse Collection Dates 
 

Shepway District Council has issued the 

following information about refuse collection 

dates for St Mary in the Marsh (Monday 

collections) for  the Christmas and New Year 

period: 
 

Recycling (Purple Lid / Black Box and Food 

Waste) will be collected on the following dates:  

 Monday 5th December 2011 

 Monday 19th December 2011 

 Monday 2nd January 2012 

 Monday 16th January 2012 
 

Non-Recyclables (Green Lid) and Food Waste 

will be collected on the following dates: 

 Monday 12th December 2011 

 Tuesday 27th December 2011 

 Monday 9th January 2012 

 Monday 23 January 2012 
 

If your normal collection day is not a Monday, 

please check with Shepway for your collection 

dates on www.shepway.gov.uk or phone 01303 

858660 
 

Church Services 
 

December 
 

Sunday, 4th December - 9am Holy Communion 
Sunday, 11th December - 6.30pm Evensong   

Sunday, 18th December - 6.30pm Carol Service 
Sunday, 25th December - 9am Holy Communion  
 

January 
 

Sunday, 1st January - 9am Holy Communion 

Sunday, 8th January - 6.30pm Evensong  
Sunday, 15th January - 9am Holy Communion 
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Fundraising started in May of 2011.  The 

target is £5,000 for essential maintenance 

and to fit a new organ stop to the organ.  The 

addition of a reed stop to the organ will add 

greater colour, depth and versatility.  

In addition to the “sponsor a pipe” campaign,  

a variety of fundraising events have been 

held including, cream teas, a treasure hunt, 

an open garden day at Honeychild Manor, a 

coffee morning and, most recently, a 

combined audio visual show and Christmas 

fair on 19th November. 

The audio visual show was provided by 

Brian Penny of St Mary’s Bay Camera Club 

and included several interesting films of 

Romney Marsh including films of the 

churches, Dungeness and the RH&DR.  

Christmas Fair stalls selling locally made 

handicrafts were provided by Coral Fowler, 

Pat Hogben, June Penny and Sue Tyrrell.  

The organisers also had a stall selling 

homemade Christmas cakes, puddings and 

sweets, and a variety of handmade 

Christmas decorations and gifts.  The 

evening raised £295 and Dean, Shawn and 

Andrew would like to thank everyone  

involved in making the evening a success: 

The stall holders, the volunteers and the 

camera club and, most of all, everyone who 

came along and supported us so generously.   

The total raised since May is an impressive 

£4,060. 

Our next fundraising event is the Burns’ 

Night Supper on Saturday, 21st 

January in St Mary’s Bay Village Hall at 

7pm. Tickets are £20 each and include a 

welcome drink, traditional, four course meal 

of cock-a-leekie soup, haggis with neaps and 

tatties, cranachan and cheese & biscuits. 

Sausages and a vegetarian option are 

available for those unable or unwilling to 

partake of the haggis! Live music courtesy of 

The Peter Abbott Sound. Bring your own 

drink. For more details and to book your 

tickets, please contact Andrew Sinden on 

0 1 7 9 7  3 6 2 0 9 7  o r  e m a i l 

andrew.sinden@tesco.net. 

Organ Appeal 

 

You can still sponsor a pipe by completing 

the form below and sending it to:  St Mary’s 

Organ Appeal, Fenny Bridges, St Mary in 

the Marsh, Romney Marsh, Kent. TN29 

0DE.  Please make cheques payable to “St 

Mary the Virgin PCC”.    
 

…...…..……...….…………...…… 
 

I would like to sponsor a pipe in aid of the 

new Oboe Stop at St Mary the Virgin, St 

Mary in the Marsh at a value of:  

£10   £20    other   (Please tick  √) 

 

Name:  …………………………………………..  
 

Address:  ………………………………………. 
 

…………………………………………………..... 

 

Post Code:  ……………………... 

 
Amount:  £ 
 

(√ if applicable) Please treat this as a gift 

aid donation. I confirm that the Income/

Capital gains tax I pay in this year will be 

equal to the tax reclaimed on this donation. 

 
Signature:  ……………………………... ...  

 
Date:  ……….…………………….. 
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Please help support your new village hall’s campaign to 

raise funds: 

“Buy a Brick”“Buy a Brick”  
  

£1£1  a bricka brick  

£10£10  a hoda hod  

£50£50  for five hodsfor five hods  

£150£150  a half palleta half pallet  

£300£300  a palleta pallet  
  

Buy a brick as a gift, in memory of a loved one or simply to support the new 

village hall 
 

The names of all subscribers will be entered in a book to be kept in the foyer of the new 

hall  
 

Business subscribers will be able to place an advert in the book; the larger the 

subscription, the larger the advert 

—-——-———--——–—————–——-——————————————————- 
I would like to subscribe to the ―buy a brick‖ campaign for St Mary in the Marsh new 

village hall by donating the equivalent of:  

 Brick         Hod         Five Hods         Half Pallet         Pallet 

(Please enter the number of bricks, hods or pallets in the relevant box) 
 

I enclose a cheque for £………… made payable to ―St Mary in the Marsh Project Fund‖. 
 

Forenames:………………………………   Surname:……………………………………………     
 

Address:......................................................................................................... 
 

.......................................................... Post Code: ......................................... 
 

Gift Aid Declaration 

(√) Please treat this donation as a Gift Aid donation.  I confirm that the Income/Capital Gains tax I 

pay in this tax year will be equal to the tax reclaimed on this donation.  
 
 

Signature:........................................ Date: ................................................ 

The trustees would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the ―Buy a Brick‖ campaign since the 

August issue of the Newsletter:  Malcolm Lehup; Chris & Malcolm Carr; Simon Joynes; GH Finn-Kelcey & 

Sons; Brian Pitcher; Gill & Norman Job; Diana Prior; Heather & Derek Isted. 

Don’t worry if you haven’t bought your bricks yet, you can still contribute by completing the tear-off 

below.  
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New Website for St Mary’s 
 

St Mary in the Marsh Parish Council now 

has a website which provides information 

about the council, St Mary in the Marsh and 

St Mary’s Bay, local history and events in the 

parish.  

For those interested, parish council minutes 

are posted on the website.  There are also 

pages for St Mary’s Bay village hall and for 

The Project Fund as well as pages providing 

information for visitors and quick links to 

related websites for the latest news on the 

weather, the tides and water quality. The 

site is still under construction but  there is 

already a lot of information available.  The 

web address is www.stmarysbay.net.   
 

Project Fund Update 
 

The Project Fund’s grant application to The BIG 

Lottery ran into a slight problem which has 

caused a delay in the application for a grant. 
   

At The BIG Lottery’s suggestion, we have 

engaged the assistance of “Funding Buddies”, a 

group of volunteers, with expertise in grant 

applications, set up by The BIG Lottery to assist 

small organizations with their applications for 

grants. 
 

Unfortunately our assigned “buddy” had to give 

up his role due to family illness.  This,  combined 

with an error in communication, left us 

(unknown to us) without a “buddy” and no one 

working on the draft application we had 

submitted for several weeks. 
 

Fortunately the mistake has been rectified and 

we now have a very helpful and efficient “buddy” 

working alongside us and it is hoped that by the 

time you receive this newsletter, our application 

to The BIG Lottery will have been finalized, 

approved and submitted. 

 

PCSO News 
 

Denis is still awaiting confirmation of surgery dates 

for 2012 so do keep a lookout for them on the 

parish notice board. 

Neighbourhood Watch 
 

Residents are reminded to be vigilant and to take 
care of their property, in particular their fuel, as 
there have been a number of fuel thefts in and 
around the parish in the last couple of months. 
 

Cyclists are reminded on these dark winter nights 
to ensure their lights are in proper working order 
and to wear bright, reflective clothing. 
 

Bonfire Night 
 

The project fund trustees would like to thank 
everyone involved for making the bonfire night on 
5th November a great evening. Special thanks to: 
Sinden & Cole for the use of their field; to Patti 
Gurr and family for the donation of fireworks; to 
Tim Law and family for putting on a fabulous 
firework show; to Pat Sinden for the homemade 
soup; to Tony Sinden for the bonfire; to Shawn 
Toghill for directing traffic and to everyone who 
helped and supported the evening, raising £125 for 
the funds but more importantly creating yet 
another great bonfire night for the village. 

 

2012 Events 
 

Saturday, 21st January 2012 - Burns’ 

Night Supper at St Mary’s Bay village hall  

in aid of The St Mary’s Organ Appeal. 7pm 

start. Bring your own drink. Dress code 

smart. Tickets £20. Traditional four-course 

meal, music and dancing to live band (The 

Peter Abbott Sound). For details and to book, 

contact Andrew Sinden.  

Saturday, 4th February 2012 - A Murder 

Mystery evening at St Nicholas Church, New 

Romney.  An evening of fun in St Nicholas 

church - enjoy a three-course meal while 

being entertained by a murder mystery and 

try to solve whodunit!  Tickets £10 in 

advance.  Proceeds to the St Mary’s Organ 

Appeal.  For details and to book, please 

contact Andrew. 

Saturday, 18th February 2012 - Pancake 

Breakfast at St Mary’s Bay village hall from 

10am to 12noon in aid of the Project Fund.  

See next newsletter and local press for 

further details.  

General Round Up 
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The Project Fund Trustees are: 

Chairman:  Helen Carr.  1 Wade Close, St Mary in the Marsh.  01797 361154  

Vice-chairman:  Chris Carr.  6 Rectory Road, St Mary in the Marsh.  01797 364513  

Secretary:  Andrew Sinden.  Fenny Bridges, St Mary in the Marsh.  01797 362097 

Trustee:  Graham Collard.  37 Oakham Drive, Lydd.  01797 322171 

Trustee:  Gill Collard.  37 Oakham Drive, Lydd.  01797 322171 

Trustee:  Martin Rogers.  13 Rectory Road, St Mary in the Marsh.  01797 366039 

Trustee:  Pauline Rogers.  13 Rectory Road, St Mary in the Marsh.  01797 366039 

Treasurer:  David Russell.  Shingle Hall Farm, St Mary in the Marsh.  Tel:  01797 369346.  

Anyone wishing to submit an item for the next issue of the newsletter should do so by January 

21st 2012. 
 

Please submit your copy, in writing, to:  Andrew Sinden, Secretary, St Mary in the Marsh Project 

Fund, Fenny Bridges, St Mary in the Marsh, Romney Marsh, Kent. TN29 0DE.   

Tel:  01797 362097   or   E-mail:  project.fund@tesco.net  

Items for the newsletter 
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Diamond Jubilee 
 

The Project Fund is considering holding a village event/celebrations to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
in June 2012.  If you have any ideas what form those celebrations might take or if you are willing to help, 
please contact the Project Fund Chairman, Helen Carr, details above. 

 
 

Additional Murphy’s Laws 
 

1. Light travels faster than sound.  This is why some people appear bright until you hear them 
speak.  
 

2. A fine is a tax for doing wrong.  A tax is a fine for doing well.  
  

3. He, who laughs last, thinks slowest.  
 

4. A day without sunshine is like night.  
 

5. Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.  
 

6. Those who live by the sword get shot by those who don't.  
 

7. Nothing is foolproof to a sufficiently talented fool.  
 

8. The 50-50-90 rule: Anytime you have a 50-50 chance of getting something right, there's a 90% 
probability you'll get it wrong.  
 

9. It is said that if you line up all the cars in the world end-to-end, someone from California would be 
stupid enough to try to pass them.  
 

10. If the shoe fits, get another one just like it.  
 


